268 THE SPANIARDS PREPARE THEIR TREACHERY,[M-
sound of a trumpet; and commandment was given that none, of either parts should violate or break the peace upon pain of death.
Thus, at the end of three days, all was concluded ; and the Fleet entered the port [the zoth]; the ships saluting one another, as the manner of the sea doth require.
The morrow after, being Tuesday [the zxsf]9 we laboured on all sides, in placing the English ships by themselves, and the Spanish ships by themselves: the Captains and inferior persons, of either part, offering and shewing great courtesy one to another; and promising great amity on all sides. Howbeit, as the sequel shewed, the Spaniards meant nothing less upon their parts. For the Viceroy and Governor thereabouts, had secretly assembled at land, to the number of 1,000 chosen and well appointed men : meaning the next Thursday, being the 23rd of September, at dinner time [10 a.m.], to assault us, and set upon us, at all sides.
But before I go any further, I think it not amiss, briefly to describe the manner of the Island, as it then was; and the force and strength that it is now of. For the Spaniards, since the time of our General's being there, for the better fortifying of the same place, have built a fair Castle and Bulwark very well fortified, upon the same Island.
This port was then, at our being there, a little island of stones, not' past three feet above water in the highest place ; and not past a bow shot over, any way, at the most; and it standeth from the mainland, two bow shots or more. And there is not in all this coast, any other place for ships safely to arrive at. Also the north winds in this coast are of great violence and force; and unless the ships be safely moored in, with their anchors fastened in this Island; there is no remedy but present destruction and shipwreck.
All this our General wisely foreseeing, did provide that he should have the said Island in his custody; or else the Spaniards might, at their pleasure, have cut our cables; and so, with the first north wind that blew, we had had our passport, for our ships had gone ashore.
But to return to the matter*
The time approaching that their treason must be put in